
COVID-19 Family Reference Guide
Modified In-Person Instruction

Social Distancing

Cleaning Protocols

Handwashing

Parent / Student Expectations

 Daily health screenings

Parents/guardians need to log into ParentVue

to complete a brief health screener daily by

7:30am (grades 6-8), 8am (PreK) and

8:30am (grades K-5) and before their

student(s) board the bus or are dropped off at

school.

Temperature checks will be completed at

school for students who do not have a

thermometer at home or who exhibit signs of

a fever.

If students answer "yes" to any of the health

screening questions, they should remain at

home.

 

Desks will be spaced so students are 3 to 6 feet apart.

Common areas, such as the library, gym or multi-purpose room, may be used to

accommodate larger class sizes.

One-way traffic flow will occur in classrooms and hallways when possible.

Students will remain in their classroom as much as possible to minimize exposure to

others. 

Students will be encouraged to wash their hands with soap and water when possible. Schools will

teach and reinforce washing hands, avoiding contact with one's eyes, nose, and mouth, and covering

coughs and sneezes. Students will wash their hands:

upon entry to the classroom;

before and after eating;

after coughing or sneezing;

after being outside; and

after using the restroom

When handwashing is not readily available, students will be encouraged to use hand sanitizer. Hand

sanitizing stations are located in key areas throughout the school as well as in classrooms that do

not have sinks. Students may bring their own hand sanitizer as long as it is not misused or shared

with others.

Classrooms will be disinfected and deep

cleaned nightly with EPA-approved

products using electrostatic sprayer and

microfiber surface cleaning systems.

Restrooms will be disinfected routinely

throughout the day as well as deep cleaned

and disinfected nightly.

Sanitizer wipes will be available in all

classrooms. 
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Face masks 

Students in grades K-5 are allowed to bring a peanut-

free snack. Students will wash their hands before

and after snack.

Snacks can be eaten in the classroom  or another

designated location following these guidelines:

Desk surfaces will be wiped down after snack.

Students should remain seated/socially

distanced prior to removing masks.

Snack will be limited to 15 minutes. Once snack

is over, students will put masks back on before

moving around the room or disposing of trash.

Drinking fountains will be out of service. Students

are encouraged to bring their own water bottle. Each

school has a sensor-activated filtered water bottle

filler for student and staff use. These stations will be

cleaned and sanitized on a regular basis.
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Per IDPH and ISBE guidelines, students are expected to
wear a face mask (two layers recommended) at all times,
including when on the school bus. 

Eating/drinking
Outside with at least six feet of social distancing

Exceptions include: 

Students who arrive at school without a face

covering/mask will be provided a disposable mask. 

Students who refuse to wear a face covering/mask will

be moved to a remote learning classroom or will be

subject to disciplinary action/consequences

consistent with the Student Code of Conduct and

Board Policy 7:190 - Student Behavior. This does not

apply to students who have an approved medical

exemption or accommodation. See the D47 student

handbook for more information.

Snacks and Water Bottles

Ventilation / Air Flow
Run times have been expanded to allow for maximum HVAC

system operations.

All routine preventive maintenance for HVAC systems, including

cleaning and replacement of air filters, has been performed.

Schools will designate routes for entry and exit. Staff will supervise

entry points and release of students from buses.

Face coverings must be worn during entry and exit and hand

sanitizer will be available at entry/exit points.

Students will go straight to their classrooms upon arrival. Physical

distancing will be maintained to the greatest  extent possible. 

Arrival and Dismissal

Lunch/recess will be 50 minutes with students

eating in the classroom (or another designated

location or outside if weather allows). Students will

be supervised by a lunch/playground supervisor. 

During lunch, students will remove their masks while

eating. Surfaces will be wiped down after eating. 

Masks will be required outside during recess unless

students stay in designated spaces for mask breaks.

Students will wash their hands prior to going outside

and upon re-entry to the building.

Lunch / Recess
(elementary students only)
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10-day isolation at home: Student stays home and away from others as much as possible. Before returning to school,

student must be symptom-free for 24 hours without fever-reducing medication.

A medical doctor’s note: Family provides written documentation from a medical provider. Per the MCHD, the  note should

explain an alternate diagnosis for the COVID-like symptoms AND that COVID-19 is not suspected. 

Proof (written documentation) of a negative COVID-19 test: The COVID test must be RT-PCR (rapid tests not accepted)

and completed within 48 hours of the onset of symptoms.

School health offices: Health offices will be dedicated to healthy students coming to the office for routine needs. A second

space in the building will be dedicated for those experiencing COVID-19 like symptoms and who need to be evaluated.

Symptoms of COVID-19: According to the Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH), COVID-19 symptoms include: fever

(100.4°F or higher), new onset of moderate to severe headache, shortness of breath, new cough, sore throat, vomiting,

diarrhea, new loss of sense of taste or smell, fatigue from unknown cause, muscle or body aches from unknown cause.

Parents should self-certify their student(s) daily via ParentVue to ensure they are not exhibiting any of these symptoms and

are healthy enough to attend school. 

Confirmed cases of COVID-19: An individual who tests positive for COVID-19 will need to isolate at home for 10 days.

Parents should notify the school if their child tests positive for COVID-19 or if their child is experiencing COVID-19 symptoms.

If a student or staff member becomes ill with COVID-19-like symptoms while at school, the school nurse will be notified. IDPH

guidelines will be utilized to assess when/if students should be sent home due to their symptoms. If it is determined that a

student should go home, parents/guardians will be notified to pick up their child, as well as any siblings in the district,  as

quickly as possible. COVID PCR testing is recommended. If the test is positive, the student will need to isolate at home for 10

days. All siblings and household members must quarantine for 14 days or until an alternative diagnosis is made or a negative

COVID-19 test result is received.

Per the IDPH, a child with COVID or COVID-like symptoms will need to follow one of the following procedures in order to return

to school:

Contact tracing: If a student or staff member tests positive for COVID-19, the health services staff will work closely with the

MCDH to identify individuals considered “close contacts” of the COVID-positive person. Close contacts are defined as any

individual who was within 6 feet of an infected person for at least 15 minutes (cumulative) over a 24-hour period. Parents/

guardians will be notified by the school if their child is considered a close contact to a positive COVID case. Close contacts are

required to quarantine at home for 14 days per IDPH and MCDH guidelines. While home, parents should monitor for COVID-19

symptoms and report any symptoms to their medical provider and school nurse. NOTE: MCDH does NOT approve shortened

quarantine times for individuals under the age of 18. For more detailed information about COVID protocols, see the Illinois

Department of Public Health’s Exclusion Chart posted on the D47 website or visit the IDPH’s School Guidance webpage.

NEW - 4/5/21: Learning during quarantine/isolation: Students who need to quarantine or isolate will have an opportunity to

be placed virtually in a classroom with a dedicated teacher. Families will be notified if/when this occurs and the notification will

contain a Zoom or Google Meet link so their student can join the virtual classroom the following school day. Throughout the

quarantine period, families will receive communication from the teacher regarding the daily schedule, contact information, and

what to expect during the quarantine/isolation period. The teacher will check in with students, monitor their work completion

via Seesaw or Google Classroom, and support any questions students may have. Students will be able to engage, interact, and

complete tasks/assignments and adhere to a consistent schedule. The quarantine teacher will not be expected to deliver 

new material to each child as the student’s current teacher(s) will continue to provide work/tasks to be completed 

by the student. Students in special education will receive communication from their case managers regarding 

a support schedule. 
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Sanitization will be completed daily and/or between routes on all vehicles used for student transportation. 

Buses will be disinfected with products that meet EPA criteria and manufacturers’ guidelines. 

Students must wear a face mask at all times on the bus. 

Parents must complete the daily self-certification COVID-19 symptom and temperature check process for

each child before they board a bus. 

Students must sit in their assigned seat at all times. If possible, schools will place students in the same

household in a seat together. There may be instances where students from different households will be placed

on a seat together. 

Students should board the bus from the back to the front based upon when they are picked up.

TJA employees must wear approved and appropriate PPE (including a face mask) and perform regular hand

hygiene. 

TJA employees must complete the daily self-certification COVID-19 symptom and temperature check process

before boarding a bus. 

TJA employees will monitor students at school loading and unloading zones.

TJA employees will contact their supervisor if they become ill during their route. The school and district will

then be notified.

All District 47 transportation services will follow the procedures and expectations outlined below that align with

ISBE, IDPH and MCHD guidelines. No more than 48 individuals will be on a bus at one time and physical distancing

will be maintained to the greatest extent possible; however, students will not be 6-feet apart on buses. 

Cleaning Protocols

Student Expectations 

Bus Driver and Attendant Expectations 

COVID-19 Family Reference Guide
Modified In-Person Instruction

Bus Transportation Health and Safety Protocols

4/6/21



Be on time (log in early to avoid technical difficulties).

Attend all live instruction sessions (in their entirety).

Students who do not attend classes in their daily schedule

will be marked absent.

Dress as if you were at school in class.

Abide by all school policies in the student handbook, including

the acceptable use policy for technology.

Make sure your camera is on.

Make sure your audio is on.

Complete all assignments given for each class/subject.

Participate in synchronous and asynchronous

instruction/tasks. 

Communicate with the teacher regarding any

questions/concerns as soon as possible.

Schedule/Classes

Appearance/Behavior/Conduct

Participation/Engagement

Parent Expectations

Download the Seesaw app and connect with your

child(ren)’s classroom(s).

Communicate directly with the appropriate staff regarding

concerns and/or celebrations regarding your child(ren). 

Have daily conversations with your child(ren) about their

day at school. 

Consider establishing an area in the house that is your

child(ren)’s school work space. 

Expect your child(ren) to attend school online per the daily

schedule.

Encourage your child(ren) to complete their assigned work.

Please call the school's attendance line if your child will be

absent due to illness. 

If your child tests positive for or has been exposed to

COVID-19, please contact the school.

Engagement 

Support 

In Case of Illness
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